2011/12 TARANAKI A GRADE INTERCLUB RULES

1. REGRADING : Any player having played three or more fixtures in any division of Taranaki interclub must have applied in writing and be regraded by the Recording Secretary before they play in a lower division or grade.
Failure to do so will result in forfeiture of the match. Points will be awarded to the opposing team as in Rule (15).  Match regarded as a default.

EXCEPTION : When a player is not required for a club’s higher division’s team (i.e. club’s No 5 player) they are eligible to play in the lower division team, NB rule 16.

2. UNREGISTERED PLAYERS : These apply for the whole club, not just A grade. All teams must consist of club members who are affiliated to Taranaki Tennis, unless a wildcard is used. Clubs with less than 50 affiliated members have 2 wildcards. Clubs with 50 or more affiliated players have 4 wildcards. Clubs with 100 or more affiliated players have 6 wildcards. These players can play for 1 match before being affiliated. If a player who is a wildcard plays more than once, that wildcard can be used for another player.

Team Captain to inform the Recorder before play commences. Club member’s names must be on club membership lists. Unregistered players playing in any fixture will result in forfeiture of points and awarding of same to the opposing team.

3. STARTING TIMES : All players must be ready at 10am or as stated on the draw. Any player not in attendance at this time without prior agreement of both Team Captains will forfeit their singles match, as they would if they were unavailable for play at any time during the fixture.
Teams are to be allowed to change venues and times when circumstances arise. Both teams must be in agreement, if not teams must revert to the draw. The Recorder is to be advised prior to the match.

4. WET WEATHER : No match can be postponed until two hours after    the set starting time or where teams are travelling; two hours from departure time. Rain affected matches : teams will receive points for completed rubbers and will share equally the remaining points. 
In the round robin, if a winning margin (7 rubbers) has not been reached, one bonus point will be awarded to each team. 

Cancelled matches : all points to be shared (7 points awarded to each team).
In the semifinals and finals the winning margin is (9 rubbers).

5. COURT AVAILABILITY : A minimum of four courts must be made available throughout the fixture.

6. MATCH LENGTH : Two tie-break sets will be played in singles and doubles and combines. If sets are 1 all a super tiebreak (up to 10, advantage of 2 points) will be played for the 3rd set. 
Doubles only is played the first week of interclub then combines only the following week. This will alternate up until the semifinals. 

7. BALL ADOPTION : Each team will supply four pairs of WILSON US OPEN BALLS.
More balls can be brought out if required.

8. TEAM SHEETS : Team sheets must be separately and fully completed before the due starting time by both Team Captains.

9. UMPIRES : Matches must be umpired if requested by a player.

10. POINTS : Points will be awarded for each rubber won, the winning team receives 2 bonus points, in a tied fixture 1 bonus point each.

11. TEAM CAPTAINS : Confirmation of team entry and the name and contact details of the Team Captain must be supplied to TTA by September 30.

Team Captains must be familiar with the Tennis NZ Code of Conduct, Rules of Tennis and Self Umpiring Code and keep the TTA competition rules at hand.

12.  COURT SURFACE : Host Team Captain will determine the court surface(s) for the fixture but if these are deemed unplayable at any time, and if alternative courts(any surface) are available, then they MUST be used. Both teams would have to be in agreement, if not revert to draw. The circumstances would be abnormal situations, for example courts not playable due to repair, act of God, draw in error etc.
13. PROMOTION/RELEGATION :  The finalists in the Wilson Trophy,  at the end of the season will be promoted to the Soffe Cup, depending on team numbers and competition format.

The top North and top South B Grade teams are promoted at those clubs’ request. 
14.  COMPETITION FORMAT : The Wilson Trophy will be one complete round then it will be divided into 3 groups of 4 and a round robin will be played.
The Sumpter Trophy will be one full round then it will be divided into  a group of 4 and a group of 5 and a round robin will be played.
No promotion relegation after the first round, points carry on.
Semifinals and finals for all grades will follow.
In the semifinals and finals, singles, doubles and combines will be played; all 2 sets with a super tiebreak for the 3rd set.

All grades : the finalists will contest for the trophy at the venue of the highest seed winning semifinalists. A TTA Board member will officiate. Balls to be provided for semifinals and finals by TTA.

15. DEFAULTS : If a team is one person short they must ring the opposing captain and the match is played. If a team is two persons short they must ring the opposing captain. Both captains must agree to play or the team that is short must default. 

If more than two persons short that team must default.

All defaults to be advised to the Recorder by the Thursday night prior to the match. A fine of $50 will be made on any team who defaults an interclub match during the season in addition to losing the match, the team receiving the match by default will be awarded points equal to the highest recorded win in the same division on set date of match.
Both teams to submit their sheet to the Recorder by 10am Saturday; in order for player eligibility for the semifinals and finals to be ratified.

16. PLAYING ORDER :  Doubles will be played first unless both team captains agree. i.e. singles first or a combination of doubles and singles.  The top man and woman must play in the top doubles pairings, and men must play in their singles order for combined doubles.
Clubs shall have a men’s and women’s ladder in operation which lists all players involved in interclub play in their correct order of ranking according to ability. Club ladders shall be submitted to the Recorder before the first round of interclub commences each season. Changes of ladder position can only be made by a formal challenge or as a result of a club championship match and any change of ladder order shall be notified to the Recorder (together with the score) prior to the next fixture/round of interclub. Playing order shall be as per ladder position. This includes wildcards. 
If a player is played out of position, the higher ranked player (by club ladder) shall have his/her matches defaulted ( points removed) by the Recorder and the points shall be awarded to the opposing team. 
The winning and bonus points will be adjusted accordingly.

If a team is judged to have deliberately adjusted the playing order unjustifiably, the Recorder has the authority to penalise further at his/her discretion.

Where a club has more than one team, the higher ranked team shall be filled ( by ladder order) first. If a team is a player short, each remaining player moves up to fill the spot vacated.
Injuries – an injury (current or previous) does not entitle a player to change his playing position. The player must play in their normal position.

17. CONDUCT : Any club member or spectator who considers a player’s conduct contravenes the TNZ Code of Conduct must submit a letter of complaint to the TTA Board giving details. The TTA Board will refer the matter to its Disciplinary Committee and advise all parties of the outcome.
18.  WARM –UPS : Warm up time is restricted to 5 minutes.
19.  RESULT NOTIFICATION : Each team is responsible for their result sheet being in the hands of the Recorder within 7 days of the fixture. The winning Soffe Cup Captain must deliver, scan and email or fax the result to the Publicity Officer and the Recorder before 7pm on Saturday. 
The winning A2 and A3 Captains must telephone, text, e-mail or fax the result to the Publicity Officer before 7pm on Saturday. The winning A2 and A3 Captains must submit the result sheet to the Recorder by noon on Tuesday. No points will be awarded unless the results are received.
20.  SPORTSMANSHIP : Any result or dispute considered by the TTA Board to be unsportsmanlike, or likely to bring the sport of tennis or the Association  into disrepute will incur penalties through the team’s aggregated points in the competition. Where points are deducted from the offending teams in the case of a dispute, the points will be awarded to the opposing team.
21.  ELIGIBILITY : Semifinal and final teams must comprise players who have represented their club in A Grade, B Grade in the NDTLTA competition or B Grade in the STTA competition on no less than 3 occasions during the season.
When a club has two teams in A Grade : to be eligible to play in a semifinal/and or final for the lower grade team, a player must play in the lower grade team a minimum of 3 times.
22.  TRANSFERS : Transfer forms are not necessary if a player transfers clubs at the beginning of a season, if they have not played for their existing club in that season. Player transfer forms must be completed and in the hands of the Recorder prior to the player playing for the transferred club. Failure to do so will result in forfeiture of points.
23.  PLAYING FOR TWO CLUBS : Players can play for two clubs if they play in different competitions. They must pay subs to both clubs and they are eligible for a refund of one affiliation fee, upon application to the Administrator.
24. UNPAID AFFILIATION FEES : No points will be awarded in the 2nd round (or in 2011 for Division 2) until these are paid.
